
To my co-workers and friends
Who thought that having a

Travel show would be a good idea
This is all your fault

Uncovering Oklahoma's 2013 Date Idea Book
~ Foreword ~

"You can discover more about a person in an 
hour of play than in a year of conversation."

– Plato (429-347 B.C.)

 The dinner and a movie date night is 
simply becoming extinct - and in many cases 
unacceptable - especially when there are so 
many fantastic, creative, and local places for 
amazing, fun, and unique dates. This book was 
written with all types of couples and dates in 
mind to show that there is something for 
everyone and to expand the concept of, 'What 
can we do for a date?' This book features 
suggestions for tons of date ideas throughout 
Oklahoma, along with many pictures and 
quotes from people as to why they personally 
think a particular place makes for a great date 
spot. 
 The story of this book's existence is a 
long journey starting back in 2009. I had !rst 
pitched around the idea of doing a travel show, 
Uncovering Oklahoma, to friends and co-
workers. When I did this, I shared with them a 
list of places I thought would be great to feature 
on the show. I was amazed as to how many 
places they've never even heard about before. It 
inspired me to do the show and the fact there 
are still so many interesting places that people 
don't know about drives me to this day.
 Over the years, I noticed in a trend in 
search engine terms people were using to !nd 
the site. One of the most common was "date 
ideas." I would capitalize on it by running 

articles with events that would make for a fun 
date and by having an archive of date ideas for 
various cities. Every now and then I would 
google date ideas myself to see what other sites 
suggested. I would !nd a few good gems here 
and there, but generally there weren't many 
suggestions, so I would keep writing and 
adding more and more ideas for everyone. 
 The concept of creating a date idea book 
was on my mind for many months, but the 
practically of printing an actual book or 
magazine ruined that notion. I eventually 
learned how to make digital books and released 
the !rst three editions of the date guide book as 
eBooks. As the book grew, I looked into self-
publishing options and that's why you're 
reading a printed copy of the date idea book. 
 This book is by all means not a complete 
and comprehensive guide of all date ideas, but 
it's worthy enough to be printed. There's still so 
much to do that I haven't checked out for 
myself. I hope you !nd this book to be inspiring, 
informative, and 
helpful with your 
relationships.

~ Dennis Spielman
Producer of Uncovering Oklahoma
connect@uncoveringoklahoma.com
www.UncoveringOklahoma.com 
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Oklahoma City
1700 Block N.W. 16th, Oklahoma City
Online: www.plazadistrict.org
 LIVE on the Plaza is a monthly art walk event held on the 
second friday of the month, which promotes emerging artistic 
talent in Oklahoma City. Plaza District businesses open their 
doors with monthly visual artists, performing artists, and live 
musicians. Many special events also take place during LIVE on 
the Plaza, such as Lyric Theater performances, album releases, 
private parties, holiday retail events, and so much more. LIVE on 
the Plaza provides the community an opportunity to view 
emerging talent each month, as 
well as socialize with a diverse 
mix of artists, professionals, 
neighborhood residents, and 
families.
 "The Plaza District is a 
n e i g h b o r h o o d c o m m e r c i a l 
district boasting Oklahoma City's 
local arts "avor," said Executive 
Director, Kristen Vails. "The Plaza 
District is home to art galleries, 
studios, retail shops, restaurants, 
and creative services. We have a 
diverse group of businesses and 
organizations here in the Plaza 
District to interest any 
traveler or local Metro 
area resident."

LIVE on the Plaza!
8 Things to Do:
Enjoy some wine at Urban 

Wine Works
View the art at The Society, 

Bomb Shelter, Gallery1612, and 
Urban Art

Partake in the month's 
special event

Check out the free goodies 
from various sponsors 

Treasure hunt for vintage 
finds at such stores as Bad 
Granny's, Velvet Money, 
RetroOKC, and Dig It!

Buy something original for 
yourself at DNA Galleries or 
Collected Thread

Paint at Paint N Cheers
Grab a nightcap at Saint's or 

at The Mule

http://www.plazadistrict.org
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28th & North Walker to 30th & North Dewey, Oklahoma City
Online: www.thepaseo.com 
 Home to a vibrant group of artists, The Paseo Arts District is 
one of the most creative art venues in the state. The Paseo has 
over a dozen galleries, all 
within walking distance, and 
interwoven with the galleries 
are restaurants, coffee houses, 
clothing boutiques, and gift 
shops.
 T h e b e s t t i m e f o r 
couples to experience the 
Paseo is during the First Friday 
Gallery Walk. Every month on 
the !rst Friday in the evening, 
you'll enjoy art openings, wine 
tasting, live music, drum 
circles, dancing, and more.
 E v e r y y e a r d u r i n g 
Memorial Weekend, the Paseo 
hosts the Paseo Arts Festival. 
The Paseo Arts Festival is a 
showcase for the original 
works of visual artists selected by jury, along with performance art 
and live music. Think First Friday, but much bigger.

The Paseo Arts District
Galleries to Visit:
Ace's Fabrication & Design 
Adelante! Gallery/Studio
A Jeweler’s Art
a.k.a. Gallery
Artscape
Avalon on Paseo
Buffalo Totem
Contemporary Art Gallery
Casa Rosa
In Your Eye Studio & Gallery
JBR Art at the Elms
Mariposa On Paseo
Marvin Embree Studio & Gallery
Paseo Art Space
Paseo Gallery One
Paseo Originals
Paseo Pottery
Studio Six
Summer Wine Art Galler Theatre
Upon a Star Dance Swan
The Paseo Plunge
Twisted Root Gallery
Diane Coady Studio and Gallery
UrbanSilk
Visions Art Gallery

http://www.thepaseo.com
http://www.thepaseo.com


630 NW 23rd St., Oklahoma City
 The details in a restaurant are dead give 
away about what kind of experience you will 
have there. I found that to be true at the small 
sushi place in the city's Asian District. Some sushi 
restaurants tend to be overpriced, crowed, and 
limited. Fear not, Samurai is an excellent choice. 
In the era where even sushi restaurants have 
drive throughs while blasting dance music on 
the stereo – it is not easy to !nd a place that 
carries an authentic Japanese vibe, that is until 
you visit Samurai. If it was any more authentic, 
you would have to sit on the "oor. 
 In addition to 50 sushi rolls, the cozy 
restaurant seats about 25 people, offers 

appetizers, soups, meal combos, and the list 
goes on and on. Whatever choice you make at 
Samurai, it will be a !ve star treat!

Samurai

Nhinja Sushi & Wok
13905 N. May Ave., Oklahoma City
Online:  www.nhinja.com
 If you're curious to try sushi, 
consider Nhinja for their bite-size 
portions and low prices. It's a great 
place to eat at if either party of the 
date is "unsure" about sushi. You 
can easily get a wide variety of 
sushi to discover your favorites, 
including vegetarian options, in a 
fun, colorful, modern environment.

 Nhinja is enjoyable and it's across the 
street from Quail Springs Mall and the AMC 

Theater, so give it a taste and hit 
up the mall. They have starters 
such as spring rolls, gyoza, and 
lettuce wraps along with soups 
and salads, and as the name 
implies some good wok.

GoGo Sushi
432 N.W. 10th St., Oklahoma City and
1611 S. I-35 Service Rd., Moore
Online: www.gogosushinow.com
 For a sushi restaurant with mix of modern, 
traditional, and great favors in a relaxing 
atmosphere, GoGo Sushi is a winner. Here you 
will be treated to an unexpected menu with 
appetizers such as edamame, dynamite mussels, 
and gyoza along with tasty sushi rolls such as the 
Okie Roll, Philly Roll, and Spicy Calamari Roll. For 
dessert, try the banana tempura with vanilla ice 
cream.

http://www.nhinja.com
http://www.nhinja.com
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 Think there's nothing special about the Oklahoma 
River? Think again! Over the years, the river has been 
transformed into one of the city's crown jewels where 
couples can discover kayaking, bike along the river, row a 
dragon boat, and enjoy a sunset cruise.
 "OKC RIVERSPORT gives you a full day of fun water 
sports on the Oklahoma River downtown and at the Route 
66 Boathouse on Lake Overholser," said M. Elizabeth Laurent.
 You can start the day on the Oklahoma River with a 
quick lesson - discover rowing on the indoor rowing 
machine or outdoors on the Oklahoma River. Take a 1.5 hour 
kayak lesson and then go for a paddle. Try kayak polo, the 
kayak plunge or a leisurely kayak paddle trail experience. 
Looking for something different? Check out the dragon boat 
experience - fun and easy. Then you and your date can hop 
on stand up paddle boards and learn the newest sport to hit 
the Oklahoma River. 
 Head out to the Route 66 Boathouse where you can 
kayak, dragon boat, stand up paddle board or go on a 
pontoon boat tour of the Stinchcomb Wildlife Refuge. End 
your day with a bike ride at either location; bikes and 
helmets provided.

The Oklahoma River
Oklahoma River Cruises

Online: www.okrivercruises.com 
 Relax on a cruise along the 
Oklahoma River while taking in the fresh 
breeze or chilling inside the climate-
controlled cabin. There are several 
specialty and themed cruises to take, 
including the romantic Sunset Cruise on 
Friday nights for $29 per person. For the 
other cruise offerings, ticket prices will 
vary based on the cruise.
 If you're hesitant to get on a boat, 
you'll be relieved to know that there isn't 
much wake on the waters. Also the river 
isn't deep and should the boat sink, you 
can stand on the seats and not get your 
feet wet.
 Public cruises sell out fast. A 
limited number of walk up tickets are 
available at each landing. Online ticket 
purchase is recommended. For options, 
locations, and times, visit the River 
Cruises web site at okrivercruises.com 

Adventure Saturdays
 Adventure Saturdays are all about trying new things. Trainers will 
show you the basics of the sport and then let you try it for yourself. The all-
day pass includes the  Boathouse District Tour, Discover Kayaking, Devon 
Rowing Experience, Discover Rowing, Dragon Boat Adventure, and Paddle 
Trail Shuttle Service. Adventure Saturdays take place in May through 
October.
 For more information visit riversportokc.org/adventure-saturdays/

http://www.okrivercruises.com
http://www.okrivercruises.com
http://www.okrivercruises.com
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2100 NE 52nd St., Oklahoma City
Online: www.sciencemuseumok.org
 Science Museum Oklahoma reveals the 
wonder and relevance of science in our 
everyday lives. Get up to your elbows in science 
with acres of hands-on experiences, thousands 
of space, aviation and cultural artifacts, and new 
exhibits always on the horizon. Blast off beyond 
the Milky Way in the Planetarium Theater and 
feel the heat from live explosions in Science 
Live.

 "What makes Science Museum Oklahoma 
a good date night destination is the fact that it's 
an active environment," said Wonder Instigator 
and Relevance Czar, Clayton P. Moore. "You don't 
have a movie distracting you from the company 

you're with, but you're not just sitting across the 
table waiting for conversation to come up. 
You've got an environment where you and the 
person your with can play and engage these 
apparatus, which of course is going to lead to 
conversation or just at least eliminating the 
uncomfortableness of not doing anything 
together. Instead of just sitting down and 
watching something, the two of you can actually 
experience something together and that's got to 
make the evening that much more meaningful."
 Let your inner-child run wild during the 
adults only, Science Lounge, event. The Science 
Lounge is only open for adults, 21 and over, to 

experience the wonder of the Science 
Museum as a kid. Each evening includes 
hands-on experiments, access to all 
museum exhibits, planetarium shows, 
Science Live! per formances, music, 
complimentary appetizers, and a cash bar.
 "Science Lounge is a fun and 
exciting atmosphere where you can be a kid 
again, if just for a few hours," said Suzette 
Ellison, Vice President, SMO. "This evening 
program for the 21+ crowd gives you the 
chance to play with hands-on science 
experiments and relax with a glass of wine 
while walking through your favorite 
exhibit."

Science Museum Oklahoma

http://www.sciencemuseumok.org/
http://www.sciencemuseumok.org/


5000 W. Memorial Rd., Oklahoma City
Wednesday - Sunday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
 Nestled on the city's northwest side, 
Martin Park is home to many species of animals, 
including birds, deer, butter"ies, squirrels, foxes, 
and reptiles.
 There are 3.5 miles of gentle hiking trails 
that twist through 144 acres of woods and 
grasslands. Trails are of gravel and packed soil, 
containing short stretches of moderate slopes 

and occasional steps. The trails make the perfect 
get-away for the casual nature observer or 
exerciser.
 Since Martin Park is a protected wildlife 
sanctuary, pets, !shing, hunting, bicycles, 
swimming, camp !res, and other activities that 
might be destructive to the habitat are not 
allowed. The park is closed on all City holidays, as 
well as the week between Christmas Eve and 
New Year's Day.

Martin Park Nature Center

3400 NW 36th, Oklahoma City
April - Sept.: Open Daily from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Oct. - March: Open Daily from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 Wander with your date along winding 
paths where botanical delights await at every 
turn. Inside the garden walls, visitors are 
surrounded by thousands of roses, irises, azaleas, 
peonies, along with many other colorful "owers 
and plants. The Charles E. Sparks Rose Garden 
features over 800 individual rose bushes.

 The Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Center 
hosts multiple garden-related events and club 
meetings throughout the year, including free 
workshops for both the casual backyard 
landscaper to the expert green thumb, should 
either of you get inspired to do a gardening 
project together.

Will Rogers Gardens



Oklahoma City Zoo
2000 Remington Place, Oklahoma City
Online: www.okczoo.com
 The Oklahoma City Zoo is an ideal 
location to spend a !rst date(s) with that special 
someone. First, rent a paddle boat and feed the 
ducks. Next make sure to get onto the zoo train, 
where you’ll get a guided tour of the zoo and all 
the animal exhibits. The train stops at several 
locations and let you take tons of pictures of the 
animals plus you will learn about the rich history 
of the city zoo. After the nice ride, make your 
way to the elephant habitat, where you will 
meet the three famous elephants: Asha, 
Chandra, and the little Malee. You can watch 

their daily performance and afterwards the 
three ladies love to pose for pictures. So don't 
waste anymore time!
 Zoo hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily with 
buildings closing at 4:45 p.m. Guests must leave 
grounds at closing. Admission for two adults is 
only $16.

Myriad Botanical Gardens
301 W. Reno, Oklahoma City
Online: www.myriadgardens.org
Crystal Bridge Tropical Conservatory
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun: 11am-5pm after Labor Day-May 31
Sun: 11am-7pm June 1-Labor Day
 The 17-acre outdoor grounds of the 
Myriad Botanical is a popular downtown 
place for a stroll. While the outdoor 
grounds are free to enjoy, for $14 two 
adults can take-in the amazing and diverse 
plant life inside the Crystal Bridge Tropical 
Conservatory with waterfalls and two 
tropical climates.

http://www.okczoo.com/
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Bluewater Divers
718 North Broadway, Oklahoma City
Online: www.bluewaterokc.com
 For most people that have never been 
Scuba Diving before, just the thought of 
breathing underwater is intoxicating. Becoming 
an explorer of the underwater world is easy to 
learn because Bluewater Divers makes learning 
fun. In addition to a having highly accredited 
and award winning training team, they focus 
highly on social networking with other divers. 

 "Some people already know they're 
going to like scuba diving and they just want to 
sign up for the scuba diving lesson," said 
Director of Happiness, Allen Aboujeib. "Other 
people are curious and they just want to try it 
!rst so we offer the Discover Scuba Diving 
experience for 
people that just 
want to try it !rst 
where basically 
you just show up 
a n d w e w o r k 
with you."
 Bluewater 
Divers teaches diving in their shop's classroom 
and in the Oklahoma City Community College's 
indoor pool with its deepest depth of 18' 6''. 
Experience the Discover Scuba Diving program 
for $25 and if you like it, they will apply your $25 
registration fee to the cost of the Open Water 
Certi!cation class.

Rocktown
200 SE 4th St., Oklahoma City
Online: www.rocktowngym.com 
 Rocktown is the metro's premier rock 
climbing destination. Featuring indoor and 
outdoor top rope and lead climbs up to 90 feet, 
bouldering, and instruction. They cater not only 
to the die-hard expert climber but to families 
and those of all those with abilities to seek 
adventure.

 "What better way to liven up the evening 
than experiencing a new activity together?" said 
Aaron Gibson. "Rock climbing provides a prefect 
opportunity for two people to experience a little 
"risk" together, while at the same time providing 
plenty of opportunity for fun and bonding. At 
Rocktown Climbing Gym we have all the 
equipment; harness, shoes, chalkbags, etc. We'll 
show you the ropes and how to use them. After 
a short training session you're on your way to 
enjoy the thrill of rock climbing at your own 
pace. Climbs vary in height and difficulty so 
there's plenty of routes to pick from. And girls, 
you're in luck, more often than not you are 
better climbers than the guys! And if you're still 
desperate for dinner and a movie - we have 
energy bars and climbing videos."
 The standard !rst-visit New Climber 
package, includes all the necessary equipment, 
training, and day pass to get you climbing safely 
for $27 per person. 

http://www.bluewaterokc.com
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OKC Improv
The Broadway Theatre
1613 N. Broadway Ave., Oklahoma City
Online: www.okcimprov.com
 OKC Improv is an ideal date night destination. 
Based out of the Broadway Theatre they are just down the 
street from from the great dining options along 
Automobile Alley such as Hideaway Pizza, Red Prime 
Steak, and S&B Burger 
Joint. They are also only 
a few minutes away from 
other popular dining 
options in Bricktown and 
Midtown.
 After catching a 
great meal head on over 
and enjoy the best 
improvisational comedy 
and theater in the state. 
OKC Improv has a cash bar serving beer, wine, soda, and 
water, and !rst rate entertainment on stage all for an 
affordable price. You get in free when you're celebrating your birthday with them.
 What better way to bring two people together than through the unifying power of laughter. 
Take the pressure off for two hours and OKC Improv will give you a night of great shared experiences 
that you'll remember for weeks to come.
 To learn more about show times and who is performing that night, visit OKC Improv's web site 
at okcimprov.com and buy tickets online for you and your date as the shows do tend to sell out!

Why should a couple take 
an improv class together?

"First, at OKC Improv, your !rst improv 
class is free (don't tell your date that!). 
Dates are about the same things 
improvisers want - being relaxed, 
con!dent, going with the "ow, and 
having a great time. You can let loose a 
little since everyone else is too. Best of all, 
you'll leave class with unique shared 
stories that start, "Remember that time 
you were Dinosaur President and I was 
your Caveman General?""

~ Clint Vrazel, Artistic Director and
Lead Instructor of OKC Improv

Reduxion Theatre
1613 N. Broadway Ave., Oklahoma City
Online: www.reduxiontheatre.com
 Reduxion Theatre Company, 
the fresh face of Oklahoma classical 
theatre, is an up-and-coming 
performance group known for their 
boundary pushing stage plays and 
professional practices. At the 
Broadway Theater, Reduxion Theatre 
Company performs works by William 
Shakespeare, other classical authors, 
American musicals and new stage 
adaptations of Jane Austen. The 
Reduxion Theatre Company is taking 
Oklahoma theater to the next level, 
attracting audiences and artists 
from around the world.

 "Reduxion Theatre believes in boundary-
p u s h i n g c l a s s i c a l t h e a t r e , a c c e s s i b l e , 

understandable and enjoyable to 
our patrons," said Managing 
D i r e c t o r, E r i n Wo o d s . " O u r 
audiences don't passively watch a 
play, they experience it. At our 
intimate venue, the Broadway 
Theater near downtown Oklahoma 
City, we at Reduxion wish to engage 
attendees in the ar t of l ive 
storytelling - to reach out to them 
human-to-human. We want to bring 
them into our world and change it, 
so that each per formance is 
different. We want audiences 
viscerally involved, as they are the 

key component of our art."
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